II MHG PROFESSIONAL READING PROGRAM

Small Wars Manual

By the United States Marine Corps, 1940
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Since the Small Wars Manual was published in 1940, world events have dramatically reshaped the strategic landscape. The rise and fall of great powers, the introduction of nuclear power and weaponry, and a host of technological changes have significantly influenced the characteristics and conduct of conflict. The last half century had also produced numerous additional examples of the particular type of war the Marines have called Small Wars. It should not be surprising, therefore, that we need to update our thinking on small wars, although the Small Wars Manual retains much of its utility, particularly when viewed in its historical context… (Foreword to Small Wars/21st Century, coordinating draft, 2005.)

	Applicability of the Small Wars Manual today

	Topic
	Section
	Applicability

	Small wars defined
	Chapter 1, Section I
	All MOOTW

	Legal aspects of small wars
	Chapter 1, Section I
	All MOOTW

	Phases of small wars
	Chapter 1, Section I
	All MOOTW/Campaign Plan

	Strategy of small wars
	Chapter 1, Section II
	All MOOTW/Campaign Plan

	Psychology
	Chapter 1, Section III
	Intelligence Gathering, PSYOPS, IO, FAO, Counterinsurgency

	Relationship with the State Department
	Chapter 1, Section IV
	All MOOTW

	Military-civil relationships
	Chapter 1, Section VI
	All MOOTW

	Training for small wars
	Chapter 4
	All MOOTW

	Neutral zones
	Chapter 5, Section I
	Balkans, Kosovo

	Movement inland
	Chapter 5, Section II
	Kosovo, Afghanistan, Iraq

	Military territory organization
	Chapter 5, Section III
	Kosovo, Afghanistan, Iraq

	Methods of pacification
	Chapter 5, Section IV
	Kosovo, Afghanistan, Iraq

	Patrolling
	Chapter 6
	All MOOTW

	Mounted detachments
	Chapter 7, Section IV
	All MOOTW (substitute vehicles for horses)

	Convoys and convoy escorts
	Chapter 8
	All MOOTW (substitute vehicles for horses)

	Riverine operations
	Chapter 10
	SOUTHCOM, Iraq

	Disarmament of a population
	Chapter 11
	Haiti, Kosovo, Afghanistan, Iraq

	Organization of a constabulary
	Chapter 12, Section II
	Haiti, Kosovo, Afghanistan, Iraq

	Supervision of elections
	Chapter 14
	Haiti, Kosovo, Afghanistan, Iraq

	Withdrawal
	Chapter 15
	All MOOTW/Exit Strategy


Recommended Study/Discussion Questions for Small Wars Manual

1. In reading Chapter I, “Strategy,” the Small Wars Manual states, “The difficulty is sometimes of an economical, political, or social nature and not a military problem in origin.” How do these aspects relate to the lines of operation as found in FM 3-34 Counterinsurgency?
2. In reading Chapter I, “Relationship with the State Department,” the Small Wars Manual states, “There are no defined principles of ‘Joint Action’ between the State Department and the Navy Department by which the latter is to be restricted or guided, when its representatives become involved in situations calling for such cooperation. In the absence of a clearly defined directive, the naval service has for guidance only certain general principles that have been promulgated through Navy Regulations.” Do you still see a lack of defined principles today? Has the relationship with the State Department changed? If so, how? What would you do to better define roles and responsibilities?
3. In reading Chapter IV, “Training,” how does the current OIF Predeployment Training Plan (PTP) compare to the “school book solution” of the Small Wars Manual?

4. In reading Chapter VI, “Infantry Patrols,” how do our current efforts in Every Marine a Collector (EMAC) compare to Section V, “The March,” and Section VI, “Reconnaissance and Security?” Should we make any changes based on the Small Wars Manual?

5. In reading Section 8-7 (Defense of a convoy) of Chapter VIII, “Convoys and Convoy Escorts,” the Small Wars Manual states, “If it becomes evident that the capture of the train by the enemy cannot be prevented, the transport and its contents should be destroyed.” Is this feasible in the current Iraqi insurgency? Why or why not? Are Marine forces equipped for such destruction? 

6. In Chapter XIV, “Supervision of Elections,” Marine Corps support to elections includes (1) aviation for patrolling polling places in outlying areas and (2) stationing an armed guard (U.S.) inside each polling place to protect the electoral personnel, to guard electoral records and ballots, and to preserve order within the building. How does this equate to current efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan?
7. How does the Strategic Corporal fit into modern day small wars?
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